| MARRIED A COMMUNIST

| Married a Communist charts the rise and fall of Ira Ringold, an American roughneck
who begins life as a ditchdigger in 1930s New Jersey, becoming a big-time radio
hotshot in the 1940s. In his...
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Peek Inside the Book

Why, emotionally, is a man of his type reciprocally connected to a woman of her type? The usual reason:
their flaws fit. Philip Roth, | Married a Communist //

Look, everything the Communists say about capitalism is true, and everything the capitalists say about
Communism is true. The difference is, our system works because it's based on the truth about people's
selfishness, and theirs doesn't because it's based on a fairy tale about people's brotherhood. It's such a
crazy fairy tale they've got to take people and put them in Siberia...

Reader's Opinions

Maybe retrospect will make me feel more kindly toward this one: from the description of Nixon's funeral
on into the end, Roth touches on an energy, a tension, an uncertainty that everything that came before
came up short in. Suddenly, Murray and Zuckerman's relationship becomes real; suddenly, the story takes
on a life outside of itself,...
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