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John	Randolph	of	Roanoke—Roanoke	being	the	name	of	his	home	in	Charlotte	County,
Virginia—is	unique	 in	American	political	history.	Only	 twenty-six	when	 first	elected	to
Congress	 in	 1799,	 he	 readily	 became	 the	 most	 forceful	 figure	 at	 the	 Capitol.	 An
incomparable	orator,	 he	was	also,	 in	 the	observation	of	Dumas	Malone,	 "a	merciless
castigator	 of	 iniquity."	 For	 most	 of	 his	 public	 career	 Randolph	 was	 a	 leader	 of	 the
opposition—to	 both	 Jeffersonians	 and	 Federalists.	 He	 was,	 writes	 Russell	 Kirk,
"devoted	to	state	rights,...
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Reader's	Opinions
A	 young	 man	 from	 Virginia	 went	 to	 Congress	 and	 stood	 his	 ground	 for	 thirty	 years,	 standing	 up	 to
Federalists,	 then	his	 own	party.	He	 spoke	out	 against	 corruption,	 the	 expansion	of	 Federal	 powers,	 the
embargo,	the	War	of	1812,	interference	in	foreign	affairs,	and	change	for	change's	sake.	He	fought	a	duel
with	Henry	Clay,	and	eventually...
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